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from the danger which attended his birth of being infected with heretical
sentiments.   His father being desirous of giving him an early tincture of
learning, sent him, while very young, to a Catholic schoolmaster;  not
questioning but by his own instruction afterwards, and by the child's
conversing with his heretical relations, he should be able to efface what-
ever impressions he might receive at school to the contrary.   One of the
first things he learned there was the apostles' creed, which the Manichees
held in abhorrence.   His uncle one day, out of curiosity, asked him his
lesson.   The boy recited to him the creed and explained it in the catholic
sense, especially in those words:  Creator of heaven and earth.   In vain
did his uncle long endeavour to persuade him it was false, and that it was
not God but the evil principle that made all things that are visible; pre-
tending many things in the world to be ugly and bad, which he thought
inconsistent with the idea we ought to entertain of an infinitely perfect
being.   The resolute steadiness which the boy showed on the occasion
his uncle looked upon as a bad omen for their sect; but the father laughed
at his fears and sent Peter to the University of Bologna, in which city
there then reigned a licentious corruption of manners among the youth.
To fly sin more effectually, he addressed himself to St Dominic and, though
but fifteen years of age, received at his hands the habit of his Order.
But he soon lost that holy director, whom God called to glory.   Peter
continued with no less fervour to square his life by the maxims and spirit
of his holy founder, and to practise his rule with the most scrupulous
exactness and fidelity.    He went beyond it even in those times of its
primitive fervour.   He was assiduous in prayer; his watchings and fasts
were such that even in his novitiate they considerably impaired his health;
but a mitigation in them restored it before he made his solemn vows.
When by them he had happily deprived himself of his liberty, to make
the more perfect sacrifice of his life to God, he drew upon him the eyes
of all his brethren by his profound humility, incessant prayer, exact silence,
and general mortification of his senses and inclinations.    Every hour of
the day had its employment allotted to it; he being always either studying,
reading, praying, serving the sick, or occupying himself in the most mean
and abject offices, such as sweeping the house, &c., which, to entertain
himself in sentiments of humility, he undertook with wonderful alacrity
and satisfaction, even when he was senior in religion.   But prayer was,
as it were, the seasoning both of his sacred studies (in which he made
great progress) and of all his other actions.   Gratitude to his Redeemer
for the graces he had received, a holy zeal for his honour, and a tender
compassion for sinners, moved him to apply himself with great zeal and
diligence to procure the conversion of souls to God.   This was the subject
of his daily tears and prayers;  and for this end, after he was promoted
to the holy order of priesthood, he entirely devoted himself to the function